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Chapter 60: Non-laser UV Source Safety  

Quick Start Summary 
Product ID: 774 | Revision ID: 2685 | Date published: 31 May 2024 | Date effective: 31 May 2024 
URL: https://www-group.slac.stanford.edu/esh/eshmanual/references/uvQuickstart.pdf 

1 Who needs to know about these requirements 
The requirements of Non-laser UV Source Safety apply to workers, equipment/system owners, area 
managers, ESH coordinators, the non-laser UV source safety program manager, and Purchasing. They 
cover the purchase, review, approval to operate, and operation of incoherent (non-laser) ultraviolet (UV) 
radiation sources, including gas-discharge lamps and light-emitting diodes (LEDs), which operate at 
wavelengths between 180 nanometers (nm) and 400 nm. 

This program focuses on UV sources used for laboratory and facility research programs. It does not apply 
to the small amount of UV radiation that may be emitted in some commercial products used by the general 
public such as fluorescent lighting. 

2 Why 
The primary hazards associated with the operation of these sources are potential eye damage and skin 
burns. UV radiation is invisible and its hazard may not be readily perceived by a worker. Other potential 
hazards include ozone production, and hazards associated with pressurized lamps operating with high 
voltage and high current. 

3 What do I need to know 
Worker exposure to UV radiation must not exceed threshold limit values (TLVs). To achieve this, UV 
sources must be reviewed and classified by risk group (RG-0 through RG-3) and controls implemented 
appropriate to the risk group and an application-specific hazard evaluation. 

All sources must have an equipment/system owner, and all purchases of UV sources must be reviewed by 
the ESH coordinator and UV source safety program manager. RG-2 and RG-3 sources require an approved 
standard operating procedure (SOP) and an approval to operate (from the area manager, ESH coordinator, 
and program manager). 

4 When 
These requirements take effect 31 May 2024. 

5 Where do I find more information 
SLAC Environment, Safety, and Health Manual (SLAC-I-720-0A29Z-001) 

 Chapter 60, “Non-laser UV Source Safety”

Or contact the program manager. 

This chapter was last reviewed for currency 5/31/2024. 
The next thorough review is due 5/31/2027.
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