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1 Purpose 
The purpose of this procedure is to ensure that any attachment that can affect the capacity or safe operation 
of a forklift is properly evaluated.  

It covers approval of attachments for below-the-tine lifts performed with a forklift or other powered 
industrial truck.  

It applies to workers (as operators and designated leaders/persons-in-charge), equipment custodians, 
qualified engineers, manufacturers, line management, and the hoisting and rigging inspector. 

2 Procedures 
Attachments can only be used if they have passed the review of conformance and are within the rated 
capacity as specified on the forklift data plate. 

Important Free rigging, the direct attachment to or placement of rigging equipment (such as slings, 
shackles, or rings) onto the tines of a powered industrial truck for a below-the-tines (forks) 
lift, is prohibited at SLAC.  

 

Step Person Action 

1.  Operator, designated leader, 
or person-in-charge 

Develops a written guideline or procedure for each forklift that the 
attachment will be used on, that includes  
 Equipment serial numbers  
 Capacities (pre- and post- attachment installation) 
 Fork placement 
 Safe operation guidelines once attachment is in place 
Submits procedure to hoisting and rigging inspector for approval 

2.  Hoisting and rigging inspector Approves procedure  

3.  Operator, designated leader, 
or person-in-charge 

Submits approved procedure to line management 

4.  Line management Seeks approval from manufacturer or qualified engineer: 

https://esh.slac.stanford.edu/hazardous_activities/hoisting_rigging/
https://www-internal.slac.stanford.edu/esh/docreview/reports/revisions.asp?ProductID=429
https://www-group.slac.stanford.edu/esh/eshmanual/references/hoistingProcedForklift.pdf
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Step Person Action 
 Requests written approval from the forklift manufacturer to use the 

purchased attachment as described in the procedure developed in Step 
2  

or 
 Designates a qualified engineer to examine the procedure developed in 

Step 2 

5.  Line management If forklift manufacturer  
 Provides written approval, has equipment custodian apply data plate to 

forklift (Step 7) 
 Denies approval or fails to respond, has qualified engineer perform a 

safety analysis (Step 6)  

6.  Qualified engineer Performs a safety analysis to 
 Review maximum safe load moment for lifting loads with attachment 

outside the 24-inch load center  
 Establish new load rating positions for the fork beam attachment 

outside of the 24-inch load center  
 Address any safety and/or structural issues contained in a 

manufacturer's negative response 
If the analysis shows that the attachment and its intended use meets all 
safety requirements, provides written approval to line management 

7.  Equipment custodian Attaches data plate to the forklift that the lifting attachment will be installed 
on specifying 
 Serial number of attachment 
 Tine positions 
 Lifting attachment position 
 Load ratings  
Any attachment different than one that attaches to the tines (forks) must be 
reviewed by the hoisting and rigging inspector. 

3 Forms 
The following forms and systems are required by this procedure: 

 None  

4 Recordkeeping 
The following recordkeeping requirements apply for this procedure: 

 The equipment custodian maintains the record of approval, safety analysis, and procedure. 
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5 References 
SLAC Environment, Safety, and Health Manual (SLAC-I-720-0A29Z-001) 

 Chapter 41, “Hoisting and Rigging” 

– Hoisting and Rigging: Equipment Requirements (SLAC-I-730-0A21S-035) 

 Chapter 48, “Industrial Trucks” 

Other Documents 

 Title 8, California Code of Regulations, “Industrial Relations”, Division 1, “Department of Industrial 
Relations”, Chapter 4, “Division of Industrial Safety”, Subchapter 7, “General Industry Safety Orders”, 
Group 4, “General Mobile Equipment and Auxiliaries”, Article 25, “Industrial Trucks, Tractors, 
Haulage Vehicles, and Earthmoving Equipment” (8 CCR 3649–3669) 

 

https://esh.slac.stanford.edu/eshmanual/
https://esh.slac.stanford.edu/hazardous_activities/hoisting_rigging/
https://www-group.slac.stanford.edu/esh/eshmanual/references/hoistingReqEquip.pdf
https://esh.slac.stanford.edu/hazardous_activities/industrial_trucks/
https://www.dir.ca.gov/title8/sb7g4a25.html
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