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Chapter 12: Fire and Life Safety 

Smoking Requirements 
Product ID: 502 | Revision ID: 2272 | Date published: 3 December 2021 | Date effective: 3 December 2021 
URL: https://www-group.slac.stanford.edu/esh/eshmanual/references/fireReqSmoking.pdf 

1 Purpose 
The purpose of these requirements is to comply with Stanford policy and to prevent vegetation fires from 
discarded smoking materials. They cover both traditional smoking (of cigarettes, cigars, pipes, et cetera) 
and “vaping” of electronic cigarettes. They apply to all persons on SLAC property. 

2 Requirements 

2.1 Basic Requirements 
Smoking on SLAC property is governed first by Stanford University’s Administrative Guide Memo 2.2.6, 
“Smoke-free Environment Policy”. One key feature of this policy is that outdoor smoking in non-prohibited 
areas must be at least 30 feet away from doorways, open windows, covered walkways, and ventilation 
systems to prevent smoke from entering enclosed buildings and facilities. Indoor smoking is prohibited. 

2.2 Vaping 
For the purposes of applying Administrative Guide Memo 2.2.6, which is driven primarily by public health 
considerations, SLAC considers vaping to be a form of smoking. This interpretation complies with Santa 
Clara County and San Mateo County requirements. At SLAC therefore all the requirements of Guide 
Memo 2.2.6 apply to vaping as well as smoking, that is, vaping is allowed only outdoors and in non-
prohibited areas. 

2.3 Smoking 
For smoking, because of SLAC’s location adjacent to wildland and dry grass areas, SLAC policy is more 
restrictive than Stanford’s. Smoking is allowed only outdoors, and only in specifically designated areas, 
approved by the SLAC fire marshal and subject to the following requirements: 

1. Include approved disposal containers 

2. Be least 30 feet from readily combustible or flammable materials 

3. Be at least 30 feet away from any doorway, walkway, air intake, or functional window 

4. Not be in a pathway that a non-smoker must use to enter a building 

5. Include signage reading SMOKING AREA or similar 

https://esh.slac.stanford.edu/general/fire_safety/
https://www-internal.slac.stanford.edu/esh/docreview/reports/revisions.asp?ProductID=502
https://www-group.slac.stanford.edu/esh/eshmanual/references/fireReqPrevention.pdf
https://adminguide.stanford.edu/chapter-2/subchapter-2/policy-2-2-6
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For the location of these areas, see SLAC Designated Smoking Areas. 

Temporary designated smoking areas may be authorized by the fire marshal for large construction projects 
upon specific request of a field construction or project manager. Such smoking areas will be located inside 
the subcontractor’s construction area and must comply with designated smoking area rules as given above. 

Stanford forbids smoking in university vehicles. At SLAC, the term university vehicle means any vehicle 
owned or rented by Stanford, the Department of Energy, General Services Administration, or SLAC. This 
policy does not prohibit smoking inside a private car or truck, but solid smoking materials must not be 
discarded outside the vehicle at SLAC.  

If you observe anyone violating this policy, please ask the individual to extinguish the item safely or to 
move to an appropriate area as defined above. If the person does not, contact SLAC Site Security at 
ext. 5555. Any ignition of vegetation could create a major fire affecting SLAC and the surrounding 
community.  

3 Forms 
The following forms and systems are required by these requirements: 

 SLAC Designated Smoking Areas GIS. Map of areas where smoking is allowed  

4 Recordkeeping 
The following recordkeeping requirements apply for these requirements: 

 None 

5 References 
SLAC Environment, Safety, and Health Manual (SLAC-I-720-0A29Z-001) 

 Chapter 12, “Fire and Life Safety”  

– Fire Protection Resource Site (FireFacts) (SharePoint) 

Other Documents 

 Stanford University. Administrative Guide Memo 2.2.6, “Smoke-free Environment Policy” 

https://gis02.slac.stanford.edu/smoking-app/
https://gis02.slac.stanford.edu/smoking-app/
https://esh.slac.stanford.edu/eshmanual/
https://esh.slac.stanford.edu/general/fire_safety/
https://slac.sharepoint.com/sites/ESH/firefacts
https://adminguide.stanford.edu/chapter-2/subchapter-2/policy-2-2-6
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