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Chapter 6: Confined Space  

Quick Start Summary 
Product ID: 672 | Revision ID: 2161 | Date published: 30 March 2020 | Date effective: 30 March 2020 
URL: https://www-group.slac.stanford.edu/esh/eshmanual/references/confinedQuickstart.pdf 

1 Who needs to know about these requirements 
The requirements of the Confined Space program apply to workers (as entrants and attendants), confined 
space entry supervisors, confined space owners, area and building managers, line management, field 
construction and service managers, and the confined space program manager. 

2 Why 
Work in confined spaces poses risks of exposure to hazardous and oxygen-deficient atmospheres and to 
hazardous energy; engulfment, and injuries such as bumps, scrapes, and lacerations. 

3 What do I need to know 
A confined space is classified as either a non-permit-required confined space (NPRCS) or a permit-
required confined space (PRCS), depending on the type of hazards present. Requirements for entering 
depend on the classification. Certain PRCSs may be temporarily declassified or entered under an alternate 
procedure by eliminating hazards before entry.  

Every entry must be formally authorized (by a confined space entry supervisor) using the appropriate form. 
The forms document conditions, controls, and authorization and are used to confirm the classification. 
Information from completed forms is used to update the site-wide inventory of confined spaces.  

Known classified spaces must be assigned an owner, who in turn is responsible for posting warning signs. 
Entrants, attendants, and entry supervisors must be qualified. Every confined space entry requires the 
presence of at least two qualified persons (the two-person rule). 

4 When 
These requirements take effect 30 March 2020. 

5 Where do I find more information 
SLAC Environment, Safety, and Health Manual (SLAC-I-720-0A29Z-001) 
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Or contact the program manager. 

This chapter was last reviewed for currency 12/9/2025. 
The next thorough review is due 12/9/2028.
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